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Proposep AFFILIATION OF VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


We have received, too late for publication this 
week, the report of the Conference of Delegates from 
veterinary medical societies held at Leeds on October 
29th. 

The object was to endeavour to formulate a scheme 
of union with the National Veterinary Association so 
that whilst each Society preserved complete indepen- 
dence the whole had a connecting link. The delegates 
had no powers for settling the affiliation. Their duty 
was to discuss the matter and to report the result to 
their respective Societies in such a form that the 
members would be able to consider it at the next 
meeting of the local body to which they belonged. 

The resolutions adopted were-- - 

(1) That local veterinary societies should retain 
their independence as to rules, meetings, dis- 
cussions, and subscriptions; that they should 
join and support the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion on questions of general professional import, 
but that the scope of the union do not extend to 
the internal politics of the profession. 

(2) That all effective members of affiliated societies 
become members of the National Association 
without payment of individual subscriptions. 

(8) That the expenses of the National Association 
be met by an annual payment from each affilia- 
ted Society of a sum equal to 2/6 per head of its 
members. 

(4) That each affiliated society shall be represented 
by two of its members on the Council of the 
National Association. 

_ This is only the first step on the way to union, and 
it lies with each society to adopt or refuse the scheme. 

The only real difficulty is the financial one. 
Whether a levy of 2/6 a member will be sufficient to 
pay the annual expenses of the National is doubtful. 
Possibly the expenses might be reduced, but that 
could only be by cutting down the cost of reporting 
and publishing. When the National has an increased 
number of members—as it would have, when all local 
societies joined—the cost of printing must be raised 
if every one has a copy of the proceedings. There 
1s no doubt whatever that it would be a good thing 
to weld into one harmonious whole the various 
associations, good for the local and the National 
Society. But the financial problem must be settled. 
Subscriptions are difficult to collect, and probably no 





society passes through two years without having to 
accept resignations or discard members who are in | 
arrears. Should an affiliation be brought about one | 
of the rules of every society will have to be enforced | 
somewhat rigorously and members in arrears will 
have either to pay up or be struck off the list. The 


rules of the ‘“‘ National ”’ will also have to be revised 
so that a double method of entry is provided— 
through the local societies and by direct subscription. 
There are a number of members of the National who 
belong to no local Society. Their Subscriptions will 
help to meet the threatened deficit and, it may be, 
ensure a balance on the right side. 

When the different societies have had the subject 
before them we may possibly obtain a clearer idea of 
the advantages and of the difficulties attending the 
proposed union. 

One danger that was anxiously watched by many 
of our most thoughtful members has been removed 
by altering the first clause of the original proposals. 
Not until the conference at Leeds was it determined 
to limit the object of the affiliation by the words— 
‘‘but that the scope of the union do not extend to 
the internal politics of the profession.”’ This is an 
important limitation, for it removes from action all 
such subjects as the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons now regulate, as well as the 
question of election of members of Council. It would 
be most unfortunate for us to form any Society that 
might divide the profession into two camps—one fol- 
lowing the veterinary association, the other the Coun- 
cil. The local societies may well be left to look after 
such professional interests as the selection of repre- 
sentative members of Council. They have done this 
for years, and they may continue to do so now un- 
affected by a wire-pulling from the proposed affilia- 
tion. We want a union not to foment difficulties 
amongst ourselves, but to act together on the defen- 
sive against outsiders when necessary. 





BENEVOLENCE. 


The proposed new benevolent fund to be estab- 
lished in this year of Victorian Diamond Jubilee is 
still in embryo, but it is hoped will be founded before 
the year expires. Meantime we have no fund from 
which to lend a helping hand to colleagues in dis- 
tress. To private subscribers we have to look 
entirely for help which is so urgently required by the 
less fortunate. 

Professor Penberthy draws our attention again toa 
deserving case which he has pledged himself to 
ameliorate. He desires to close his list at the end of 
next month, and we fear that unless some more assis- 
tance is given him he will not be able to do what he 
hoped and intended. We are assured the case is a 
most deserving one, and the relief needed most 
urgent. This has only to be known for practitioners 
to send their contributions to the professor. ‘ He 


| who gives quickly gives twice.” 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


MULTIPLE FRACTURE OF THE PELVIS. 
By Wm. Caupwetu, F.R.C.V.S. 





I venture to send a short report of a case of com- 
minuted fracture of the pelvis which recently occurred 
in my practice, not because pelvic fractures are un- 
common, but on account of the infrequency of such 
extensive lesions as occurred in this instance, in 
which the right os innominatum was resolved into 
fragments, and subsequent displacement of the splin- 
tered bones caused laceration of nerves and blood- 
vessels and rapidly fatal hemorrhage. 

On Saturday, the 13th inst., about 6 p.m. I was 
requested to attend a bay gelding, seven years old, 
belonging to L. J. B., Esq., Ottershaw Park. The 
animal—a valuable hunter — had been in his owner’s 
possession upwards of a year. He was ridden by the 
groom for exercise on the above date and returned 
home about 1 p.m. On entering the stable yard he 
was suddenly startled, and his hind feet slipping for- 
ward he fell heavily on the paved yard. When he 
arose he showed lameness on the off hind limb, and 
was led to his loose-box about twenty yards distant. 
The messenger who came for me said he did not think 

the horse was much injured, but his description of the 
manner in which he fell led me to suspect that I 
should find a fractured pelvis. 

[ at once drove over, and on my arrival found the 
horse standing quietly in his loose-box, his pulse and 
respiration were only slightly accelerated, but when 
I urged him to move he d‘d so most unwillingly and 
with considerable difficulty. He was obviously lame 
on the off hind limb, but the foot rested flat on the floor 
and occasionally he appeared to place considerable 
weight on it. I carefully surveyed the hind quarters 
and could detect no appreciable difference in their con- 
tour. No skin lesions were present except a slight 
abrasion just below the joint of the hock. I passed 
my hand all over the limb and observed that the 
parts below the stifle imparted an unusual sensation 
of coldness. I then raised the leg, and commencing 
at the foot moved all the articulations of the limb 
and so far discovered nothing abnormal. After that 
I instructed the coachman to move the leg in various 
directions while I placed my ear in contact with the 
quarter, and also manipulated the hip and pelvis, 
but could not detect crepitation. I next examined, 
per rectum, and found a swelling opposite the neck 
of the ilium and the animal denoted pain when pres- 
sure was applied to it. The discovery confirmed my 
suspicion that there was a fracture of the pelvis, and 
I at once informed my client that the shaft of the 
ilium was fractured, but to what extent I failed to 
ascertain on account of the extravasation which had 
taken place, and I feared to push my investigation 
lest I should cause my patient unnecessary suffering 
and aggravate the injury by displacing the fracture. 
I injected a small dose of morphia and ordered soft 
diet, tied the horse up short to prevent him lying 
down, and arranged to place him in slings about 9 
o’clock the following morning. 





Sunday, November 14th, symptoms about the 
same, a further examination disclosed no fresh evi- 
dence, he had urinated freely, his feces were normal 
and he had a fair appetite, and had placed weight 
upon the lame limb occasionally during the morning. 
I placed him in slings and left him quiet and ap- 
parently free from acute pain. 

About 11 o’clock the same night a messenger came 
to tell me that two hours previously the animal 
shewed symptoms of acute pain manifested by paw- 
ing and sweating profusely. Fearing that displace- 
ment of the fractured bones had taken place I im- 
mediately rode over. On arriving I found him in so 
much pain that I at once put on Carlisle’s inhaler 
and administered chloroform, which relieved him 
greatly. Ithen gave a full dose of chloral, etc., and 
passed the catheter, withdrawing about a quart of 
normal-lookivg urine. A further rectal examination 
revealed nothing more than the painful tumefaction 
at first detected, and the horse kept the foot of the 
lame limb flat on the ground and occasionally plaved 
weight on it. The owner of course wished to know 
the cause of this sudden and severe exhibition of 
pain. lIexplained that probably there was displace- 
ment of the fractured bone which was irritating the 
soft structures of the pelvis, or that there was some 
additional lesion of which I was unable to obtain 
cognizance. Chloroform inhalation, etc., were again 
resorted to to allay the pain which was evinced by 
violent pawing with its fore feet, sweating, rapid 
pulse and respiration. Then he became quiet and 
experienced half an hour’s respite, his body dried 
and fresh clothing was put on. The pain, however, 
again returned, and seeing the end was fast approach- 
ing I lowered him in the slings and after lying still 
a few minutes, he got up, his membranes were 
blanched and he staggered and fell never to rise 
again, and died about 2 a.m. 

Monday, November 15th, 4 p.m. Post-mortem 
examination. On removing the skin no surface 
lesions of any consequence were seen. When the 
abdomen was opened an immense quantity of blood 
escaped, partly consisting of large clots. The ab- 
dominal and thoracic organs were normal but pre- 
sented a bloodless appearance. The muscular coal 
of the bladder was much extravasated. On cutting 
down upon the pelvis and the hip joint all the boves 
of the right os innominatum were found to be frac- 
tured, the fractures extending through the acetabu- 
lum which was broken into three portions. The 
necks of the ilium and ischium were fractured, als? 
the transverse portion of the os pubis, and the 
ischium between its symphysis and the obturator 
foramen. There were additional fractures throug 
the ischial spine, etc., subdividing the detached por 
tions into ten pieces. The cartilage on the head o! 
the femur was somewhat roughened, and the muscles 
of the quarter and their intermuscular spaces were 
extensively extravasated with blood. 








Rinderpest at Cape Town. 


A further outbreak of rinderpest has occurred in ~ 
suburbs of Cape Town, and the elands of Mr. Rhoaes* 
Groot Schuur property have become infected. 
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ANTI-TETANIC SERUM AS A CURE FOR 
TETANUS. 
By E. L. Drxson, M.R.C.V.S., Margate. 





~~ 

Having recently perused several articles relative to 
the therapeutic value of anti-tetanic serum, I was 
induced to give this agent a trial, and I have en- 
deavoured to place the patients in such ‘favourable 
surroundings as would assist to conduce to a favour- 
able recovery. 

Having had three cases of traumatic tetanus in 
the last three months, I thought it might possibly 
interest many readers of your journal to have a 
description of those cases and the result of the serum 
treatment which I have adopted in all. As a cura- 
tive agent I have not the slightest faith in it, and my 
belief is, that in those cases where recovery has taken 
place, the cure is in no way due to the agent in ques- 
tion, but possibly, as Mr. E. Wallis Hoare in his 
able article says, ‘‘so much depends on the severity 
of the disease and the powers of resistance of the 
animal.” 

The following are the cases in question, with dates 
and treatment ete :—- 


Case I.—An aged vanner (mare), the property of 
South Eastern Railway Company, brought to my 
infirmary on Monday, August 16th, with marked 
symptoms of tetanus. 

History of the case. Had picked up a nail in the 
foot some days previously, which had been removed 
by a smith, the foot cut out, and usual dressing ap- 
plied, and taken to work. I had the animai at once 
put in a secluded rcomy box in my own yard, had it 
well darkened, and at once commenced a series of 
daily subcutaneous injections of serum. I also had 
the original seat of injury well cut out and antisep- 
tically dressed with carbolic, and the foot daily poul- 
ticed. The usual gruel and linseed were given as 
“trismus’’ was very marked from the _ first. 
Although, after hearing recorded favourable cases, I 
saw no alteration in my case from its use, and after | 
ten days of suffering with considerable exacerbations 
of the symptoms death took place on the 26th, after 
the constant bestowal of every care and attention. 


Case [1.—Not feeling justified in condemning the 
value of an agent only once used, I decided to apply 


It again a second time, which opportunity soon 
occurred. 


24th, she went over to the big majority ‘‘ where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at 
rest.” 


Case I1].—Still being anxious to record a case of 
cure I persisted yet a third time, and fortunately 
with more favourable results. 

A jobmaster’s cob met with an accident on Oct. 
7th, having an extensive incised wound, cut with 
glass, on the outside of the near hind leg, midway 
between the stifle and the hock, which was accom- 
panied by a large amount of hemorrhage. I was 
called in, and treated the case in the usual way by 
suturing the wound and the use of antiseptics. The 
case progressed satisfactorily and the wound nearly 
healed when, on visiting the animal on October 21st 
(exactly a fortnight from the date of injury) I found 
symptoms of tetanus all too patent, which are here 
needless to record. I had the animal removed to my 
premises (a distance of about 200 yards) and placed 
in the hitherto fatal box, and commenced at once the 
subcutaneous injection of the serum. He had daily 
injections every 24 hours—on October 21st, 22nd, 
23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th. During the 
whole of that time there was no variation in the 
symptoms. I gave gruel and linseed, but degluti- 
tion was difficult, and the teeth could not be separa- 
ted the eighth-of-an-inch, there being great distress, 
intense stiffness, and the attack equalling in severity 
the other two. Finding the symptoms did not yield 
in the slightest, and I felt that sending for a further 
supply would only be useless, I gave no further injec- 
tion after October 28th (Thursday). I then had re- 
course to fresh sheep skins to the loins, and gave 
electuaries of ext. belladonna and Macadam’s horse 
malt. The latter I gave mixed with the gruel, and 
the only favourable sign in this case was that 
although, as I have said, deglutition was difficult 
and prolonged, the animal succeeded in getting the 
oatmeal and linseed down. The case continued in 
this unsatisfactory manner for no less than a fort- 
night after the last injection, or three weeks after 
the first exhibition of the symptoms, viz., up to last 
Thursday, November 11th, when the jaws began 
gradually to relax, there was grinding of the teeth 
incessantly and the mouth could be opened an inch. 


Friday, 12th. Decided improvement. 
Saturday, 13th. Could eat bran and oats. 
14th. Can eat hay, and moving the jaws well. 


I am in hopes of discharging this cured case of bad 
tetanus during the ensuing week, but to what, I 





_A milk van cob was brought to me on Saturday, 
September 18th, having a few days previously broken 
both knees, no treatment having been had recourse | 


to, except the usual empirical applications of its 
owner. 


would ask, am I to attribute convalescence? All 


‘three cases were traumatic, all were in the same 


box, and had exactly the same surroundings coupled 
with my own individual attention, and all were 





The animal was immediately consigned to the 
same box as No. 1, which is particularly suited for 
the purpose, and likewise subjected to precisely the | 
Same treatment ; the knees being kept scrupulously 
clean and antiseptically dressed. I may say the 
symptoms were well established and the daily sub- 
cutaneous Injections of 24 drs. were consistently 
persevered with at stated times, but with the result 


taken in hand in the early stages. Certainly the 
serum in my cases cannot claim to have been suc- 


‘cessful. I am not sanguine enough to think that 


the sheep skin or Macadam’s horse malt effected a 
cure, but nevertheless the fact remains thet the 
serum failed, and cannot claim at my hands that 
efficacy I could wish. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





ConTRACTION OF THE EXTENSOR PeEpIs oF THE ForE- 
Lowes or a Foat.—By M. Nizer, Veterinary 
Surgeon, Momalle, Belgium. 


A foal born last April was noticed next day after 
its birth, which was easily accomplished, that it 
could not stand. On examination it was observed 
that the anterior extensors of phalanges were con- 
tracted to such a degree that when the foal was held 
up by two assistants the posterior surface of the fet- 
lock rested on the ground, the pastern and hoof, 
which were turned upwards in front, did not support 
any weight and formed with the anterior face of the 
cannon an acute rather than a right angle. The ex- 
tensor pedis was tense, hard, and resembled a cord, 
and the perforans and perforatus. were absolutely 
relaxed. 

After the foal was thrown, the anterior face of the 
tendons of the fore limbs were washed, the hair 
shaved off and the skin disinfected; the tendons 
were divided about the middle region of the meta- 
carpals when the pastern and hoof regained their 
natural position, the left foot more completly than 
the right. But they did not bear any weight neither in 
front nor behind, but tossed about as a flail on its 
handle. 

To the two small cutaneous wounds dry antiseptic 
dressing was applied, and by means of linen and tow 
the limbs were made up in the form of two homo- 
genous cylinders, and outside these wooden splints, 
four pieces to each limb, reaching from the elbow 
to the foot were maintained by means of suitable 
bandages. 

The foal assumed the recumbent position and did 
not attempt to rise. Every quarter of an hour or 
20 minutes he was raised to suckle and then layed 
down on the opposite side to prevent bed sores. This 
was carried out, day and night, for 17 days, after 
which the bandages were removed when the flexor 
tendons were found to be in an almost normal state, 
but from time to time the fetlocks still touched the 
ground and a fortnight later the position was very 
nearly normal, and M. Nizet hopes by time that they 
will be quite so.—Annales de Médecine, Vétérinaire, 

Bruvelles, Nov. 1897. 





Mepian AND Prantar NEvuREcTomy. 


Of 42 neurectomies carried out the last two years 
Frohner has divided the median nerve 31 times, 
the plantar 7, and the posterior tibial nerve 4 times. 

He does not hesitate to reject supra-carpal neuro- 
tomy in favour of the plantar operation, and this for 
the following reasons : 

(a) In consequence of the inconsistency of the 
situation and relation of the median nerve, the 
operation is very often difficult and nearly always 
accompanied or followed by venous hemorrhage. 

(}) The impossibility of applying suitable dressing 
makes union by first intention hardly ever obtain- 
able, and the wound is exposed to more or less 
serious complications in consequence of the depth of 
sub-aponeurotic breach. 





(c.) Finally, the anastomosis existing between the 
median and cubital rarely renders anzsthesia com- 
plete. 

Tibial neurectomy is a good operation as it does not 
offer these inconveniences.— (Monatsh f. prak. Th. 
viii. B. 11 H., 1897, ex Annal. Méd. Vét.) 

(The translator has had very good success with 
median neurectomy in horses suffering from chronic 
splint lameness which persisted after firing deeply 
with the pin thermo-cautery, blisters and prolonged 
rest. Soundness of gait was perceptible imme- 
diately after the operation, and as soon as the wound 
had healed they were sent to work. He does not be- 
lieve in rest after neurectomy, and even in cases 
of plantar neurectomy where union by first intention 
can be obtained the animal is sent to work as soon as 
the wound has healed.) 





Bartum CHLORIDE IN THE TREATMENT OF TYMPANY OF 

THE Ox. 

This agent has been used dissolved in water or in 
drenches and given per os to oxen suffering from 
tympanites. Feser gives 5 grammes every three 
hours and Faber administers to the cow 15 grammes, 
bull 18 grammes, and to the calf 8 grammes. a 
H. G. 








VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 





ueen’s Hotel, 


The annual meeting was held at the 
hitehead, of 


Leeds, on Friday, October 29th. Mr. G. 


| Batley (president), presided, and there was a very large 


attendance of members, including Messrs. J. Abson, 
Sheffield ; J. Atcherly, Harrogate ; H. G. Bowes, G. E. 
Bowman, J. Brand, Leeds; J. S. Carter, Bradford ; J. 
Clarkson, Garforth : S. Chambers, Kirkeaton: J. Cooke, 
Scarboro’ ; F. W. Clough, Morley ; P. Deighton, Selby; 
T. Fletcher, Sheffield; W. F. Greenhalgh, Leeds; F 
Halliday, Dewsbury; A. W. Mason, Leeds; E. H. 
Pratt, Northallerton; G. T. Pickeripg, Scarboro’; H. 
Pollard, Wakefield ; J. E. Scriven, ‘ladcaster (hon. trees.) 
F. Somers, Leeds; H. Snarry, York; C. S. Smith, 
Barnsley ; S. Wharam, Leeds; J. Macarthur, R. ©. 
Thompson, Doncaster ; and A. McCarmick, Leeds 
(hon. sec.) Among the visitors present were Messrs. 4. 
W. Lane, Leeds ; E. Faulkner, Manchester : J. McKinna, 
Huddersfield ; W. Woods, Wigan ; J. J. Bell, Carlisle 
J. T. King, Southern Counties; F. Garnett, W inder- 
mere ; J. H. Carter, Burnley ; Wm. Shipley, junr., Great 
Yarmouth ; W. F. Wright, and J. Dollar, London. 

The Hon. Sec. announced the receipt of letters ° 
regret at inability to be present from Professors J. 4 
Fadyean, Pritchard, and Penberthy. 


NOMINATIONS. 
The Hon. Sgc. nominated Mr. Robert White, of \ ake- 
field, as a member of the Society. 
FINANCIAL. — 
The Hon. TREASURER presented his annual ine 
statement, which was adopted, on the motion, of _ 
Greenhalgh, and seconded by Mr. Fletcher. A — “ 
took place with reference to arrears of subscriptions; 
Mr. Bowman gave notice of his intention to move 4 
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. would be of the greatest assistance to Mr. Mason. 
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next meeting that in the case of a member not having 
aid his subscription for four years his name should 
S struck off the list of membership of the Society. 


THE PRESIDENCY. 

Mr. WHaARkaM said he had great pleasure in proposing 
that Mr. A. W. Mason be the president for 1898. Mr. 
Masoffhad already been chosen President of the National 
Veterinary Society, whose next annual meeting took 
place at Scarboro’ in the summer, and the Yorkshire 
Association no doubt would have to take a prominent 
part in connection with that gathering. Probably the 
North Yorkshire would join, but in any case he thought 
their position would be secure in the hands of the 
gentleman whose name he now submitted to the meet- 
ing Hethought that on previous occasions where the 
dual offices had been filled by one gentleman it had 
worked satisfactorily. There were no doubt other gentle- 
men whose claims for the presidency of the Yorkshire 
Association merited consideration, but under the special 
circumstances of the forthcoming year he begged to 
move the election of Mr. Mason. 

Mr. Frank Somers said that under the exceptional 
circumstances mentioned by Mr. Wharam he seconded 
the proposal. It would, he added, be necessary for the 
two societies to join. 

Mr. PickERING proposed as an amendment the name 
of Mr. Greenhalgh, who, he observed, was an old mem- 
ber and had rendered much useful service to the Society 
as secretary. 

Mr. BRAND, in seconding, expressed the opinion that 
as president of the National Society Mr. Mason would 
do all in his power for the success of the Scarboro’ meet- 
ing and for the Yorkshire Association, but that it would 
be advisable to keep the two offices distinct. 

_Mr. FLercHer supported Mr. Greenhalgh’s nomina- 
tion for the reasons that he thought Mr. Mason would 
have plenty of work to do in connection with the 
National Association and that if Mr. Greenhalgh filled 
the presidency of the Yorkshire Society in the same way 
as he for so long discharged the secretarial work, he 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The PresmpENT, before taking a vote, said it was 
rather an unfortunate circumstance to have two gentle- 
men nominated for the presidency, but he hoped no 
member would remain neutral when the vote was taken. 
_ The voting, which was by ballot, resulted in the carry- 
ing of the amendment by a majority of one. Afterwards 
Mr. Greenhalgh was unanimously elected. 

Mr. GREENHALGH, in acknowledging his election, said 
he should endeavour to do his best for the Society, more 
especially In a year when the National Society was com- 
ing to Yorkshire. He and Mr. Mason were very old 
friends and had always worked well together, and he 
had no doubt they would do the same in the ensuing 
year. He could not thank them too much for the 
honour which they had conferred upon him ; he asked 
them for their sympathy during his year of office. He 
knew that he should have the assistance of the execu- 
tive and he asked for the support of all the members. 

_ On the motion of Mr. Pickering, and seconded by the 
Secretary, Mr. Wharam was elected a vice-president. 
Mr. Cooke was also appointed as a vice-president, the 
resolution being moved by Mr. Scriven and seconded by 
Mr. Clarkson. The retiring president (Mr. Whitehead) 
also becomes a vice-president. 

Pn t. GREENHALGH proposed, and Mr. Wharam seconded 
€ re-election of Mr. Scriven as treasurer, and the reso- 
ution was unanimously adopted. 

M Un the proposition of Mr. Scriven, and seconded by 
“r. Somers, Mr. MeCarmick was again invited to fill the 
office of Secretary. 

‘Messrs. A. W. Mason and McCarmick were re- 


ABANDONMENT OF THE SUMMER MEETING. 


The PRESIDENT intimated that the next business was 
the consideration of the motion of which Mr. Scriven 
had given notice, to discontinue holding the summer 
meeting of the Society. He did not know that he had 
anything to say about the matter except that for the 
last four years the average attendance at the summer 
meeting had been about 11. 

Mr. ScrIvEN said the reason for the motion was that 
mentioned by the President—the bad attendance at the 
summer meeting, owing to members of the Society being 
on holidays or engaged at shows in their districts. At 
the last meeting there were only five members present. 
= es that the summer meeting should be aban- 

oned. 

Mr. GREENHALGH seconded, and Mr. Cooke sup- 
ported. 

Mr. WHARAM suggested whether it would be possible 
to make the summer meeting more attractive. 

Mr. FLeTcHER thought they would be justified in 
abandoning this particular meeting. 

The PRESIDENT, in reply to Mr. Wharam’s observation, 
said that when the summer meeting was held at Scar- 
boro’ two or three years ago there were only 14 or 15 
members present. Theirs was not the only Society 
whose summer meeting was poorly attended. 

The resolution was then submitted to the meeting and 
carried. 


THE CURING OF QUITTOR. 


Mr. FLETCHER brought forward the question of the 
curing of quittor. He remarked that for the last six 
months he had adopted the method of pure carbolic 
acid to quittor with the greatest success. If he could 
learn anything about this treatment from members he 
should be pleased to do so. He took his cue from The 
British Medical Journal, which he read a great deal, 
and from which he gained information. 

Mr. Fletcher said he injected it about twice in a 
week for a time or two, and then perhaps go a fortnight 
or three weeks without any dressing. He used a brass 
quittor syringe. 

Mr. PICKERING said he had had numbers of cases of 
quittor, for which he had tried the application of the 
most powerful caustics and antiseptics, but he had had 
cases where they were no use. They must get to the 
bottom of the wound. He had had cases where the 
lateral cartilage was diseased. He had had to remove 
all the diseased cartilage and necrosed parts. Then he 
had applied strong caustics such as chloride of zine, 
butter of antimony, and soluble phenyl. He had had 
a case which an empiric had been treating for over two 
months, and could not cure. He had to cast the mare, 
remove the cartilage, dress the wound with strong 
caustics and then apply tow and a bandage very firmly 

over the foot, and did not remove it for about a week, 

when the parts were thoroughly cleansed and dressed 

with antiseptics etc., and placed the foot ina leather boot, 

with a good sole to keep out the damp and dirt. The case 
did well and was copgueely cured, but the hoof did not 
grow for some months. 

The PrestpEent observed that if Mr. Fletcher’s treat- 

ment was successful, his advice was to continue it. 

Mr. FLETCHER said that sometimes he was accused at 

home of having whims, but he found that some of the 

whims stood out. Cases as bad as he had ever treated 

had _ yielded splendidly to it and he should continue to 

try it. 

Mr. CLARKSON said that if he had a cut himself he 

always touched it with pure carbolic acid. 

Mr. CHAMBERS then mentioned a case which he 

recently had. It was that of an aged cart mare, which 

to the owner showed symptoms of diseased teeth. The 
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owner sent her to a forge to have the teeth rasped. The 
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next day he (Mr. Chambers) was asked to examine the 
mouth, and he did so, but could not find any abrasion. 
The following morning he received notice to attend to 
the animal at once. When he got there he found that 
the tongue was protruding from the mouth and the 
cheeks were very much swollen. Had he not seen the 
animal the night befcre he could scarcely have imagined 
such acase. He ordered fomentations and poulticing, 
and eventually there was suppuration. There was noth- 
ing wrong with the pulse or the temperature that he 
had detected. Ina day or two there was a smell from 
the right nostril. He told the owner that he thought the 
mare would die, and she did. The mare was a good 
worker, though 20 years of age. The post-mortem 
showed that the left lung was perfectly healthy, and the 
right lung was in the same condition, excepting a portion 
about twice as large as his hand. He formed the opinion 
that it was the septic material from the head which had 
been deposited in the lung. ; i 

The PrestpENT : There is no question about it being 
acase of blood poisoning. The point is what was the 
cause. 

Mr. LANE: Was there any past history ? 

Mr. CuamBers : None beyond what | have told you. 
My opinion is that it was caused at the blacksmith’s shop. 
The owner was perfectly satisfied with what I had 
done. 

Mr. CLoueH, (Morley), also mentioned the case of a 
two-year-old filly which showed similar symptoms to 
those described by Mr. Chambers. 


Bioop DISEASES. 

Principal WrittaMs then read a paper on “Some 
Blood Diseases.” 

On the motion of Mr. Cooke, and seconded by Mr. 
Fletcher, it was decided to adjourn the discussion till the 
next meeting. 

Principal WriL1aMs was thanked for his paper, the 
resolution being proposed by the President, and seconded 
by Mr. Greenhalgh. 

The proceedings closed with a hearty vote of thanks 
to the President for his able services during the past 
year. The resolution was submitted and seconded in 
appropriate language by Mr. A. W. Mason and Mr. 
Scriven respectively. The President suitably replied. 








ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 





The 244th general meeting was held on Friday, Nov. 
19th, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. R. W. Carless occupied the chair. 
There were present, Professor Hobday (President), Mr. 
R. W. Hall, M.R.C.V.S. (hon. sec.), Mr. C. W. Tapley 
(visitor), and 55 members. 

The following morbid specimens were introduced :— 

Prof. Hoppay showed : 

(4) The ossified right auricle of the heart of a horse, and 

(>) A tapeworm (7'enia Serrata), 10 feet 6 inches in 

length, which was passed by a greyhound, brought 
to the Free Clinique of the College, a short time 
after the administration of a dose of arecoline. 

Mr. H. THACKERAY showed a specimen obtained from 
the practice of Messrs. Hurrell, of Southminster, con- 
sisting of portions of the cesophagus and aorta of a sow 
pierced by a pig-ring, which the animal had swallowed, 
the sharp ends of the ring having first penetrated the 
cesophagus, and then the anterior aorta. 

Mr. C. Rapway then read an essay on the “ Hygienic 


Management of the Farm Horse in Health and Disease.” | 


Mr. E. Brown opened the ensuing discussion which 
was well sustained, and which was adjourned at 8.30 p-m. 
to be resumed at the next meeting. 

Votes of thanks tothe Essayist and Chairman termi- 
nated the proceedings. 

C. Rapway, Assist. Sec. 





EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE DECLINE IN HORSE BREEDING. 


The notable decline in the number of agricultural 
horses in this country marks the most extensive move- 
ment in our horse population which, with a single excep- 
tion, has been recorded in any one of the last 20 years. 
The animals referred to, it should be understood, are 
horses used solely for agriculture (including mares kept 
for breeding), and unbroken horses. The draught horses 
of our towns, railways, and dockyards, together with 
riding and driving horses, do not come within the 
enumeration. In order to afford a comprehensive view 
of the present position we set forth in the subjoined 
table the numbers of agricultural horses, as above de- 
fined, in each of the last ten years, in Great Britain and 
in Ireland, and also in the United Kingdom as a whole, 
including the Isle of Man and Channel Islands :— 


NUMBERS OF AGRICULTURAL HorRsEs IN GrREaT Brirt- 
AIN, IRELAND, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM IN EACH 
YEAR 1887 TO 1897. 


Year | Great Britain. | Ireland. | United Kingdom 
| | | (and Isles.) 





1887 1,428,383 499,330 1,936,925 
1888 1,420,353 507,201 1,936,702 
1889 1,421,389 515,188 1,945,386 
1890 1,432,620 523,384 1,964,911 
1891 1,488,403 528,576 2,026,170 
1892 1,518,082 539,788 2,067,549 
1893 1,524,527 545,180 2,097,587 
1894 1,529,461 553,091 2,092,290 
1895 1,545,228 557,139 2,112,207 
1896 1,552,507 553,320 2,115,557 
1897 1,526,424 534,133 2,070,261 


The decline in number in Great Britain this year 
amounts to 26,083 head, which is the greatest annual 
fluctuation shown in the table save in 1891 and 1892, in 
both of which years, moreover, there were increases. 
The falling off in Ireland this year amounts to 19,187 
head, which is larger than any other annual fluctuation 
shown for the sister island. The decline over the whole 
kingdom is 45,296, a movement which in numerical ex- 
tent was only surpassed in 1891, a year of increase, whic 
affords the exception mentioned at the outset. The 
effect of the decline now recorded is to throw the total 
of agricultural horses in Great Britain back to the post 
tion it occupied prior to 1894, and that of Ireland back 
to the position it held previous to 1892, whilst for che 
United Kingdom the total recedes to the level attained 
before 1893. In Great Britain the number had _ been 
continually increasing since 1888, the progress made In 
the eight years following that date comparing most 
advantageously with the irregular fluctuations in the 
eight years preceding it. For Ireland we notice a recor 
of unbroken progress from 1883 to 1895, but the decline 
began to manifest itself a year earlier in Ireland than 
Great Britain. In the United Kingdom, excepting foré 
trivial defection in 1888, there was uninterrupted expal 
sion from 1883 to 1896. . 

The total agricultural and unbroken horses of Great 
Britain in 1897 are returned thus :—- 


— | No. | Per cent. 
| England : ee ——— 
| Wales a ee 153,282 100 
Scotland aa 204,379 134 
Great Britain ... 1,526,424 100°0 


As, therefore, England claims more than three-fourths 
of the agricultural and unbroken horses of Great oe . 
it is a matter of practical interest to ascertain whe 
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this year’s decline is associated with particular counties 
or group of counties, or whether it is distributed more or 
less generally over all parts of England. 

The noteworthy fact is demonstrated that in only four 
counties—Chester, Kent, Lancashire, Northampton— 
was there no decrease this year, whilst the changes in 
them “re so trivial as scarcely to merit the designation 
of increases. Devon was the heaviest loser, to the ex- 
tent of 2,877 head, whilst Corawall, Hereford, and Lin- 
coln each sacrificed upwards of 1,000 head. Whether 
the foals due to arrive next spring will in any way 
modify the substantial decrease recorded this year can- 
not be known till about a year hence, when the returns 
collected next June will be published. In view of the 
approaching season, however, horse-breeders cannot be 
too early put in possession of the facts, for it is some- 
what remarkable that our farmers should just now be 
apparently relinquishing a branch of their industry to 
which it is believed some profit still attaches, even in 
these days of diminishing returns.—7'he Times. 








TREATMENT OF SPRAIN OF THE ANKLE IN 
MAN. 


By Witrrep B. Warpe, M.B., L.R.C.P.LoNp., 
M.R.C.S.ENG. 

During the past few years I have had unusual oppor- 
tunities for studying severe sprains of joints, and more 
particularly of the ankle joint. At one time I had six 
cases of sprained ankle under my care in rapid succession. 
The observation of these and other cases and a contrast 
of various modes of treatment led me to certain conclu- 
sions which have had a most satisfactory result as far as 
my own practice is concerned. 

If cooling lotions are used or if no special treatment 
be adopted a sprain passes through the following stages : 
(1) the joint swells and is very painful ; (2) the pain and 
swelling during the next two or three days are increased 
by inflammation ; (3) usually the joint is distended with 
synovial fluid ; (4) the swelling slowly disappears ; (5) 
considerable stiffness is left which is slow in disappear- 
ing ; and (6) there is great tendency to relapse. ‘T'o one 
who has tried this kind of treatment and then tried the 
effects of pressure the contrast is most marked. Pres- 
sure, to act most efficiently, must be uniform, and should 
be applied as early as possible in order to check the flow 
of blood from the injured vessels, which appears to he 
the cause of the early swelling of the joint. There is 
nothing better for the purpose than the starched bandage 
with a good thick layer of wool to completely envelope 
the joint. The effect of such treatment is as startling as 
It Is satisfactory. The pain is immediately lessened, the 
swelling is arrested, the subsequent improvement is far 
more rapid, and there is less tendency to relapse. Uni- 
form pressure acts mainly by lessening extravasation, 
and certainly the other results follow. 

ut pressure acts in another way. The more swelling | 
there is the greater will be the interference with all 
movements of the joint, and, further, the greater the dis- 
tension and the longer it continues the more relaxed will 
be the tissues, and so there will be a greater tendency to 
relapses. If pressme has been well applied from the 
eginning it 1s astonishing how little real stiffness, as 
opposed to mere weakness, there is, and it is quite easy 
to keep the joint from becoming distended when the 
patient begins to walk about. Some, however, appear to 
carry the principle of pressure a little too far. The in- 
Jured joint is put up in plaster-of-Paris and kept in its 
casing for several weeks or even two or three months 
This 1s going to the opposite extreme. The joint when 

Set free is very stiff and often exceedingly weak. 
I cannot do better than briefly describe the course I 











have adopted of late in severe sprains of the ankle. As 
soon as possible I cover the joint with a stiff starched 
bandage over a thick covering of wool. The limb is kept 
raised and at rest. At the end of a week I slit up the 
bandage, examine the joint, and move it as far as it will 
go in all its movements. It is no uncommon thing then 
to find that almost all swelling has disappeared and that 
the movements are fairly good. If the injury is very 
severe I place the joint back in the original covering, 
apply over it a fresh bandage, and have that starched. 
This at the end of another week is again slit up and the 
joint moved about freely. In slighter cases | re-apply 
the old cover and simply put a bandage over it. This is 
undone every day and the joint well worked. When 
from ten to fourteen days have elapsed from the date of 
the injury I a!low the patient to begin to walk, and the 
distance covered is increased every day. After three 
weeks I make the patient use a well-known orthopedic 
exercise which consists of alternate flexion and extension 
of the ankle-joint with rotation of the foot. It is no un- 
common thing to have such a case practically well ina 
month, and absolutely free from stiffness and weakness 
in six weeks. There is no tendency to relapse. For a 
severe sprain of the ankle such a result is satisfactory.— 
The Lancet. 


THE FAT GLOBULES IN MILK. 


A problem which has often been the subject of warm 
controversy is that concerning the existence of a delicate 
membranous envelope around the fat globules of milk. 
At one time the reality of this envelope enclosing each 
microscopic particle of butter fat was so fully accepted 
that it became known as Ascherson’s membrane. The 


| theory was advanced that the violent concussions in- 
| duced by churning caused the rupture of these delicate 


membranes or bladders and thus facilitated the running 
together of their oily contents to form butter. In the 
face of fresh evidence, however, the belief in the exis- 
tence of the envelope declined, and the theory gained 
ground that the globules of fat suspended in milk are 
really naked and that when they become aggregated 
into large granules in the process of churning they run 
together in much the same way as two globules of quick- 
silver on contact one with the other unite to form one 


‘homogenous globule. Storch, a competent Danish in- 


vestigator, has lately adduced evidence which favours 
the revival of the membrane theory, and he claims to 
have demonstrated the existence of a “slimy albuminous 
membrane” around each fat globule as naturally held in 
milk. The laboratory work upon which Storch’s con- 
clusion is based is necessarily of a highly technical 
character, but one of the best points he:appears to have 
made is his success in staining, by means of a solution 
of picrocarmine, the suspected membranous envelope, so 
that under microscopic examination the globules, colour- 
less in themselves, were seen to be surrounded by a 
narrow, faint-red border. Storch asserts the membrane 
to be more condensed or viscous towards its inner side, 
and more watery on its outer side. In separating milk 
by centrifugal power a part of this outer covering is 
loosened from the globules. The average thickness of 
the membrane is calculated to be about one-twentieth of 
the diameter of the globule. The globules as a whole 
consist of 72°5 per cent. of pure fat and 27°5 per cent. of 
albuminous membrane. ‘To confirm this rehabilitation 
of the membranous envelope a series of experiment on 
the same lines as Storch’s, but made with oils or fluid 
fats emulsified in skim milk, would be desirable, as 
obvious differences in behaviour should be forthcoming. 
The réle of the envelope in the process of churning would 
also need to be investigated. 
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THE DIGESTIVE POWER OF PEPSIN IN THE 
PRESENCE OF ALCOHOL. 
By C. Symes, PH.D. 


Some years ago I conducted a series of experiments 
with a view of determining the relative digestive value 
of the various pepsins then on the market, and published 
the result of the inquiry. Subsequently | was requested 
to continue and extend the investigation for publication 
in one of the medical journals, and in consequence I 
gained some amount of experience in this kind of work. 
Apart from the relative value of various pepsins I also 
experimented on the digestive power possessed by pepsin 
in the presence of alcohol, and found that its activity 
was reduced in proportion to the amount of alcohol 
present. Prom this I drew deductions which I have 
since learnt to modify, although the facts remain. I 
condemned wine as a vehicle for the administration of 
pepsin because of its property of retarding the activity 
of the medicinal agent it carried, and recommended in 
the place thereof a solution of fresh pepsin in raspberry 
vinegar. This constitutes an excellent preparation, and 
at present I know of no better. 

The experiments referred to were conducted in glass 

bottles placed in a water bath kept as a uniform tem- 
perature of 100°F. by means of a Reicharts thermo- 
regulator. The importance of adopting the same tem- 
perature on all occasions when conducting comparative 
experiments was rendered evident by increasing the 
temperature to 110°F., when digestion was found to pro- 
ceed much more vigorously than at 100°F., all other 
conditions being equal. Still, the presence of alcohol 
had the same prejudicial effect in retarding solution of the 
coagulated albumin used. If, however, the bottles were 
replaced by wetted animal membranes the condition of 
things was materially altered. It was found that the 
alcohol present in the liquid through which the coagula- 
ted albumin was distributed soon began to diffuse 
through the wetted membrane, and that the pepsin com- 
menced to act with the same energy, as in those con- 
tainere where no alcohol was present, so that at the end 
of two hours there was no considerable difference be- 
tween the weight of undissolved albumin in each case. 
The interest which this experiment has for us as phar- 
macists is that it shows that an alcoholic liquid, such as 
wine, may be used in preparing a solution of pepsin for 
medicinal use, and that if properly made it soon becomes 
active when taken into the stomach in the presence of 
suitable food.—The Pharmaceutical Journal. 





MR. LONG ON THE MUZZLING ORDER. 





Mr. Walter Long, M.P., President of the Board of 
Agriculture, addressing a meeting at Bournemouth 
referred at some length to the question of dog muzzling. 
He said that if he had had the industry and the time he 
could have made by this time a scrapbook of letters 
which alike for style of caligraphy and for elegant 
ener and for their force of language would, he 
relieved, have proved not simply an interesting, but an 
absolutely unique collection. But, unfortunately for 
posterity, he had not done this. Theattacks which were 
made with regard to this unfortunate muzzling order 
were two-fold. He was told by one class of critics that 
they would not have condemned him if it was true that 
those cases to which he referred were genuine rabies 
and what they contended was that they were not cases 
of rabies, but something else. He was not going to ask 
them to accept from him this simple statement “but he 
was going further, for he was able to prove the statement, 


Every case which had been referred to had be2n verified 
by careful examination at the hands of competent veteri- 
nary surgeons, and the great majority of the cases had 
been verified in the Brown Institute,in London. There- 
fore he did not think there was any justification for the 
| statement that these cases were imaginary. In justifi- 
cation for the adoption of this policy they had this awful 
fact staring them in the face—as regularly as the circle 
widened which represented rabies, so assuredly did the 
circle widen which represented hydrophobia, which was 
the same disease in the human being. So surely asa 
case of rabies occurred, their figures showed with the 
same regularity the occurrence of a case of hydrophobia 
in the human being. He thought they might dismiss, as 
unworthy of serious consideration, the contention that 
these cases were not genuine rabies, and that they were 
imaginary. Then they were told that, if this policy 
were made universal, it would be successful, whereas 
it was not so successful as it ought to be at the present 
time. 

There were two parts of England where rabies _ had al- 
ways been more or less prevalent—the metropolitan dis- 
trict, and Lancashire and the West Riding of Yorkshire. 
He was able to give them some idea of the result they 
had achieved. In Lancashire and in the West Riding, in 
1895, the work was left in the hands of the local authori- 
ties. They imposed muzzling orders, which were not 
very general, and they were, of course, dependent 
entirely upon the area affected by the local authority in 
question. But in the followiug year they became rather 
more general, and, therefore, the muzzling areas grew 
nearer to one another. The result was that, in Lanca- 
shire, the figures of rabies outbreaks fell from 129 to 21, 
and in the West Riding from 332 to 18. But the draw- 
back they had was that the muzzling only took effect in 
the particular area of a local authority, and that as soon 
as they saw things improve they were inclined to take 
the orders off. He found all over England a most steady 
‘increase of this terrible disease of rabies and attacks of 
hydrophobia in man, and he felt, although he did not 
wish to take to himself the smallest credit for doing so, 
that it was his simple duty to do his best to eradicate 
the disease, which he was assured by the _ highest 
expert and scientific authorities could be eradicated if 
— the courage and determination to carry on that 
policy. 

In Juneof this year he took the matter into his own 
hands. In the counties of Lancashire and the West 
Riding of Yorkshire in 1895 there were 446 outbreaks up 
to November 15, and in 1897, under the muzzling regu- 
lations, there had been 37 outbreaks in the same period 
of time, and of these 37, 24 were in the early part of the 
year. In the West Riding there had been no case at all 
since July 12, and in Lancashire only three since the 
month of August. In London in 1896 the muzzling 
order was imposed by the County Council. As was al- 
ways the case in regard to these muziling orders, the 
effects were not immediately apparent, and the out- 
breaks amounted to 119, of which 95 were in the first 
part of the year. Up to November 15, 1896, however, 
when there was intermittent or no muzzling, there were 
161 outbreaks, but since they imposed the muzzling 
order upon the metropolitan counties, in the same perlo¢ 
of time the 161 had fallen to 29. Of this 29, 19 had 
been in the first half of the year, and since August Ist 
there had been in London only one case, in Surrey four 
| cases, and in Kent one. Then there was a district in the 
| midlands in which rabies had been somewhat prevalent, 
| but not so persistent or so regular as it had been in the 
two counties he had referred to and in the metropolitan 
district. In the centre counties of England in the first 
half of this year there were 34 cases, but since the muz 
zling order had been imposed there had only been Sl 
cases. He was told it was no good muzzhng Englan 
so longas Ireland was not muzzled. He was happy to 
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say that Ireland was muzzled, and, although he had not 
got the figures, he could assure them that the condition 
of things showed a decided improvement there. Taking 
the case of England as a whole, the figures were, he 
thought, very satisfactory. In 1895, when there was 
intermittent or no muzzling, there were 608 cases in 
England ; in 1896 there were 412 ; and in 1897, although 
his muzzling policy was only yet in its infancy, and he 
hoped it would be allowed to grow old, the number of 
cases had fallen from 608 in 1895 to 141. He thought 
these figures were in themselves a sufficient answer to 
the criticism that this policy was one which was not 
likely to succeed. 

But he had something further to say. 
Board of Agriculture—and before the Board of Agri- 
culture was created, at the Privy Council, had dealt with 
all those diseases of one kind or another which afflicted 
animals. They had been, he was happy to say, success- 
ful in dealing with all of them. Foot-and-mouth disease 
in cattle was almost unknown, pleuro-pneumonia was 
reduced to zero, and they had dealt successfully with 
almost every other disease, the same policy being adopted 
in each case, and the same criticisms were addressed to 
them when they initiated their policy in regard to the 
other diseases as had been addressed to them in dealing 
with this particular disease, and he thought they were 
justified in believing that the same success would attend 
their efforts in this case as had attended their efforts in 
the other cases. He was sometimes told that it was a 
ridiculous thing to isolate a dog when it was suspected, 
but he contended, speaking on the authority of experi- 
ence in certain instances, that isolation alone was safe 
in such cases. He was also told that muzzled dogs 
never went mad, but he detailed an experience in Lanca- 
shire which went to demolish that theory. In some 
further remarks Mr. Long said that he regretted very 
much more than he could say that he should be the un- 
willing cause of so much inconvenience to his friends 
and to his fellow-countrymen all over England, but he 
could not help thinking that, if that room was packed 
with determined critics and opponents of the muzzling 
order, and if they happened to have brought into their 
midst one single case of a human being suffering from 
that terrible and malignant disease of hydrophobia, all 
their criticisms and all their objections would disappear, 
and they would admit that in this matter—a matter 
which had brought upon the Government some small 
amount of unpopularity—they had been actuated by 
right and proper motives and a sincere desire to do their 
= for the benefit of their fellow-countrymen. (Cheers). 
— Limes, 








SOME OBSERVATIONS ON ORGANOTHERAPY. 
By J. C. McWatrer, L.R.C.S.L, L.A.H.1. 





ry - m ‘ . 
Che classical experiments of Professor Victor Horsley 
= awakened a new era of medication, which Dr. Mal- 
colm Morris recently described as one of the most 
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pertinence to occupy the time of this distinguished 
assembly by referring to it, except as an introduction to 
some remarks on its effects on aaa 

Dr. Horsley’s experiments proved that to graft the 
gland on the living animal produced the best results, but 
that to consume them as an ordinary article of diet was 
also efficacious, whilst even to cook them like ordinary 
meat did not destroy their virtues. 

This evidence that the active principle of the gland, 
whatever it may be, is not of a protean or evanescent 
character, has unfortunately stimulated manufacturing 
chemists to take extraordinary liberties with it, and to 
indulge in a series of vagaries as to the forms in which it 
should be dispensed to patients. Thus the glands were 
dried, powdered, mixed with some foreign substance, 
They were macerated in 
varying proportions in glycerin, aleohol, and sundry 


| other solutions, and the most diverse and cuntradictory 





qmarkable achievements of the Victorian reign. The | 
Cominant idea is to supply from the healthy organs of | 


a the deficiencies of the patient’s secretory 
~ “ s. This idea cannot claim to be a novel one, it is 
probably older than Aristotle, and even in their most 
oe seem to have had some intuition of the 
an oo oN 7 gt the healthy organs of the 
ae as with a view to becoming imbued with 

'r particular virtues. Thus we are told that certain 


of — tribes fortify themselves for battle by partaking 
+ orchitic extract of lion, believing that thereby 

< ecome infused with leonine valour. 
All this is now ancient history, and it would be an im- 





reports as to their effects are constantly appearing in the 
medical papers. 

In my humble opinion the compressed tablet form is 
about the worst possible to elicit the virtues of the 
gland. I believe it to be a blunder to dry it, a worse 
blunder to powder it, and a grievous error to mix it with 
any other powder, whilst to compress the product is to 
still further attenuate the chances of the active princi- 
ple entering the system. I believe that the various 
serious symptoms which physicians have found to 
follow their administration were due to various poison- 
ous toxalbumins generated by the action of moist air on 
the tablets. 

If there be any animal extractive used in medicine of 
which we have anything like an adequate acquaintance, 
it is pepsin, and this ferment owes its present pre- 
eminence to the unselfish labours of pharmaceutical in- 
vestigators, who have constantly striven to elaborate the 
active product, and to free it from inert, nauseous, and 
harmful constituents. If, therefore, any manufacturing 
hovse were to offer us a tablet and state that it was 
equivalent to 5 grains of a fresh pig’s stomach, surely we 
would laugh it to scorn. Yet have we not firms, boast- 
ing to represent the newest and most elegant pharmacy, 
claiming no more for their tablets than that oo 1epre- 
sent an equivalent of another gland? I fear, gentlemen 
of the British Pharmaceutical Conference, that the 
responsibility for this state of affairs is in some measure 
due to the fact that you have allowed your proper func- 
tions as pharmacists—to elicit, abstract, elaborate and 
make elegant and effective the various remedies which 
the medical profession may wish to investigate—to be 
usurped by some large commercial firms. These houses 
seem to have monopolised for the moment the ear of the 
profession, whilst they hypnotise chemists by their 
stories of research laboratories, scientific staffs, unrivalled 
facilities, etc.. and paralyse pharmaceutical criticism by 
the prices they pay to the press. 

It may fairly be asked whether | have any better 
method to suggest for the exhibition of animal extracts 
than the compressed concoctions which I have just con- 
demned? Without claiming to throw much light on the 
subject, | would premise that in administering glandular 
remedies, we seek to copy a physiological process, and 
therefore we should be guided by what takes place 
normally in the organism. Now the process of secretion 
in any gland may very roughly be considered as an 
osmosis—that is certain constituents of the blood are 
elaborated and allowed to filter through, by means of 
a differentiated epithelium and a basement membrane. 

Copying this process then, I suggest that the proper 
plan to extract the active principles of animal organs is, 
to remove them immediately on the death of the an mal, 
so that the molecular life of the organ may, if possible, 
be preserved, and at once macerate them in a sterilised 
solution of glycerin, made alkaline or acid according to 
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| 
the nature of the gland. Thus for the pancreas one 
would use an alkaline solution, and for the stomach a 
slightly acid one. 

The resulting solution should afterwards, I submit, be 
subjected to a process of dialysis which, as a method for | 
extracting the active principles of drugs, is I believe of | 
great valne, and its employment in the preparation of | 
animal extracts will be ate very useful iu separating | 
the colloid constituents, and obtaining a close approxi- | 
mation to the active principle. 


The Presment said this was a subject in which he | 
was sure all were interested, and he was sorry the, 
author was not present to answer any remarks that 
might be made. The author seemed to believe in_ the 
preservative properties of glycerin, but he (the President) 
iad been rather against the use of glycerin for preserving 
pepsin. It was quite pleasant to find that there was a 
tendency among some members of the medical profes- 
sion to see that every active medicinal substance could 
not be put up in tablets, and so be administered as to be 
most efficacious. : 

Mr. MartTIn said he nnderstood on the best authority | 
that some of the dessicated preparations were very effec- | 
tive. A great many of the substances which were being | 
administered might be considered to be very tentative, 
but there was no doubt that organotherapy had come to 
stay. His experience was that the gland, when properly 
dlessicated under aseptic conditions, was quite as active, 
and if kept dry, kept better than glycerin preparations 

Mr. Birp said the chief point seemed to be that in 
drying, the active principle of these animal substances | 
seemed to undergo some change. The only way to get | 
at the truth of the matter would be to try practical | 
experiments side by side; treat one portion with glycerin, | 
and the other portion in the usual manner by drying to | 
powder. | 

Mr. McEwan said Dr. McWalter seemed to overlook 
the fact that the recommendation to dry the thyroid | 
gland under proper aseptic conditions came from Pro- | 
fessor Fraser, of Edinburgh, and the general opinion | 
was that in this particular form thyroid, at all events, 
was decidedly active, and that method of administration | 
had been fuund to be better on the whole than the one | 
at first introduced by Dr. Murray, viz., subcutaneous 
injection of a glycerin solution. From the statements | 
made by Mr. Bird and Mr. Martin, he did not think that | 
Dr. McWalter’s assertions were altogether justified, and 
therefore it was to be regretted that he was not present 
to bring forward some facts in substantiation of the very 
strong statements he had made. The investigation of 
what might be the active principle of thyroid had not 
been retarded, and they knew already of at least two 
active principles more or less asssociated, but apparently 
indicating that the active principle was an iodine deriva- 
tive of some albuminoid body. Two principles of that 
nature had been isolated, but the general opinion was | 
that these were not quite the same in action. 

The PRESIDENT, in moving a vote of thanks to the. 
author, whose absence they all regretted, pointed out 
that they were not here dealing with a definite chemical 
compound, and it would probably require years of fur- 
ther experience before any very positive conclusions 
could be arrived at.—Pharmaceutical Journal. 








RACE HORSES KILLED IN A TRAIN, 
About a week since a serious accident befell a Midland 
train at Luffenham, near Stamford. It appears that a 
horse-box special, conveying racehorses from Leicester 
to Newmarket, left Wigston Station, near Leicester 
Racecourse, at half-past nine o'clock, and proceeded | 
along the Peterborough line as far as the village of 


Luffenham, where it is surmised thatan axle of one of 
the horse vans broke and practically wrecked the train. 


_ Several vehicles left the line, and were smashed, and a 


terrible scene of confusion ensued. 

The engine and one horse-box passed safely through 
Luffenham Station ; but, from some cause unknown, a 
second horse-box struck the points, and with other boxes 
was thrown off the line and dashed several yards up an 
embankment. The body of the second horse-box—in 


| which were Major Lambton’s horse Titan and Mr. J, 
|Cannon’s White Frost, and two stable youths, named 


Parker and Jackson, both of Hull, and Frank Smith of 
Newmarket, in the employ of Mr. Sherwood, was com- 
pletely lifted off the base, and Titan was killed on the 
spot. Mr. Cannon’s horse escaped injury, and when 
assistance arrived White Frost was found standing by 


the dead animal. The stable attendants were extricated, 


and taken to Stamford by a special train. All three 
were conveyed on stretchers to the infirmary. A boy named 
Fordham was also hurt, but his injuries were not serious, 
and he was allowed to proceed home. 

Smith, in an interview, stated that they seemed to be 
going at a very rapid speed, and his companion, a man 
named Hind, made the remark, “If we go on at this pace 
we shall soon be home.” He had no sooner spoken than 
there was a big jolting of carriages, and their’s turned 
over on to its side. Smith found himself half-dazed 
among broken glass, his head bleeding profusely. He 
saw his mate scrambling through the window of the 
carriage, and followed his example. Hind was unhurt, 
but the horses in the carriage—Lord Dunraven’s Kirsch- 
wasser and Mr. W. Sherwood’s Splendour—were badly 
cut about. 


A GLANDERS CONTROVERSY. 


Replying to the communications which we published 
from Professor Almond, veterinary surgeon, last week 
Mr. C. B.O. Gepp emphatically denies that Mr. Almond 
ever hinted to him that there was any possibility of 
glanders in the mare which he (Mr. Gepp) purchased 
from Mr. Appleby, of Clacton. Mr. Gepp says that if 
any such suggestion had been made he should not have 
run the risk of buying her, and he adds that Mr. Almond 
should not have advised him to buy her, “as it now 
turns out he know there was glanders in Mr. Appleby’ 
stables some two years ago.” 

In answer to this, Mr. Almond points out that he i0- 
formed Mr. Gepp that the tenderness and swelling © 
the glands between the jaws of the mare might mean 
‘something more serious” than incipient strangles, and 
that there is only one more serious infectious disease— 
viz., glanders. Besides, he says, immediately after an 
interview with Mr. Gepp he wrote, at that gentleman’ 
request, to Mr. Appleby the letter of the 23rd of April, La 
which the word “glanders” is employed to express te 
phrase “ something more serious” used in the report t 
Mr. Gepp. The Professor denies that he advised Mr. 
Gepp to buy the mare, observing : “1t was my expressé 
opinion that he was about to pay at least £10 more 10! 
the mare than her market value ; and it is well known 
to him, and others, that he had other very good reasons 
for desiring to possess the mare.” The Professor also 
denies having any knowledge that the vendor of er 
mare had had glanders in his stables. He merely hear 
a current report, he remarks, some two to four years ago, 
of a Mr. Appleby having a case, and there are sever 
Applebys at Clacton. ; 

As bearing upon the controversy, the followin 
cate has been handed to us for publication :— . 

Chelmsford, Oct. 26th, 189’. 9 

Having examined Mr. Chas. Gepp’s black mare during 


g certifi- 


life and after death, we affirm that we found nothing Y 
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which glanders could have been recognised before the 
application of the Mallein test. Without the reaction 
from Mallein it would have been impossible to deter- 
mine that the disease from which the mare suffered was 
glanders. Had we concluded that she was the subject 
of glanders, from the evidence of our examination of 
the mare during life only, such conclusion would have 
been of thg-nature of a speculation. 
JOHN PENBERTHY. 
President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
NicHOLsoN ALMOND, F.R.C.V.S. 
Essex County Chronicle. 








WHAT JUSTIFIES THE SHOOTING OF A DOG. 





In the Falkirk Small Debt Court, John Smith, miner, 
raised an action against James Aitken, farmer, for pay- 
ment of £10 for damage sustained by the defender hav- 
ing wilfully shot and severely injured an Irish terrier 
dog belonging to the pursuer. Smith’s dog was admitted 


to have been deliberately shot by the defender, with a | 


charge of peas, in his farmyard, about 10 yards from the 
house door. The dog was not killed, but the peas pierced 
the dog’s skin. The farmer’s defence was that he was 
justified in shooting the dog. The pursuer, the dog’s 
previous owner, and several witnesses for the pursuer, 
swore that the dog was a quiet and affectionate animal. 
On the other hand, the defender and his son declared 
that the dog was a cross between an Irish terrier and a 
bull dog, and of a fearsome aspect and bearing. One 
witness described it as “not a beauty.” It continually 
frequented defendei’s farm, and had been seen running 
among sheep, though not actually chasing them, and was 
once seen by the defender’s son chasing their hens in the 
farmyard. The defender and his son said his household 
had been in a state of perpetual alarm at this dog; it 
faced them up, and, when ordered away, it did so reluc- 
tantly. On the day of the shooting, the dog came into 
the farmyard where poultry were going about. The 
farmer’s son threatened it with a grai;. He dropped the 
graip out of fear of the threatening, growling, and formid- 
able manner of the dog, and called to his father to bring 
thegun. The latter came out with an old muzzle loader 
one barrel of which was loaded with shot, the other 
being charged with a small quantity of peas. The 
dog advanced growling and showing fight, and at a 
distance of ten yards he fired the barrel with the peas 
atit. It went away howling. It appeared that, about 
a fortnight before the shooting, the defender’s son 
warned the pursuer that his dog was frequenting the 
farm, and requested him to restrain it. The Sheriff- 
Substitute (Russell Bell) observed that it had been 
held in England, and in the Sheriff Courts of Scot- 
land, that the shooting of a dog which is at the time 
really trespassing, even in pursuit of game, is not justi- 
fied, and may render the shooter liable in damages. 
This must be taken as sound law. But, in his opinion, 
this dog was more than a trespasser. Both defender and 

Is Son were genuinely scared at the dog. It put them 


BREACH OF WARRANTY CASE. 
JONES V. SPENCER. 


This was an appeal from an order of the Court of Ap- 
peal, refusing by a majority to set aside the verdict of the 
Jury in the action. 

Mr. Amphlett, Q.C., and Mr. E. A. Owen, appeared for 
the appellant ;and Mr. Witt, Q.C., and Mr. Sidney Clarke 
for the respondent. 

The action was brought by the respondent, a horse- 
dealer in London, against the appellant, a farmer at 
Bromsgrove, in Worcestershire, to recover the sum of 
| £70 for breach of a warranty of a cart horse which the 

respondent had purchased from the appellant on a war- 

ranty that the horse was at the time of the purchas2 “a 
' good worker.” The case of the respondent was that on 
| the arrival of the horse by train in London it was imme- 
diately found to be “a shiverer” and as such unable to 
| back, and consequently not a good worker. In support 
| of his case the respondent called several veterinary sur- 
geons who had examined the animal shortly after its 
| arrival in London, and who pronounced it to be a very 
| bad shiverer and suffering from a disease which must 
have been in existence at the time of its purchase by the 
‘respondent. On the other hand the appellant called a 
/ number of witnesses who had used the animal contin- 
ually, and who swore that up to the time of the sale the 
animal was perfectly sound and had shown no symptoms 
of shivering. The jury found for the respondent for the 





|amount claimed. The appellant thereupon applied to 


the Court of Appeal for a new trial, on the ground that 
the verdict was against the weight of evidence. The 
Court of Appeal, consisting of the late Master of the 
Rolls, Lord Justice Lopes, and Lord Justice Chitty, by 
a majority, Lord Justice Lopes dissenting, dismissed the 
appellant’s application and upheld the verdict of the 
jury. Inthe course of his judgment Lord Esher re- 
marked that, short of perverseness on the part of a jury, 
it was nearly if not quite impossible that a new trial 
could be obtained on the ground that a verdict was 
against the weight of evidence when there was conflict- 
ing evidence in the case. Lord Justice Lupes, on the 
other hand, suggested that the Court of Appeal had gone 
rather too far in refusing new trials in such cases, and 
that it was clear from the judgment delivered in the 
House of Lords in the case of the “ Metropolitan Rail- 
way Company v. Wright,” that a new trial ought to be 
granted if it were necessary to prevent a miscarriage of 
justice. The appellant now sought to have the decision 
of the Court of Appeal reversed. 

At the conclusion of the arguments, 

‘The Lorp CHANCELLOR, in giving judgment reversing 
the decision of the Court of Appeal, and directing a new 
trial, said that he did not propose to enter into the 
evidence, because, according to the long-established rule 
when the verdict of a jury was set aside, no observations 
as to the effect of the evidence should be made lest they 
might prejudice the new trial. It was sufficient to say 
that he did not think that the jury in this case had 





in bodily fear for themselves, and prevented them going 
In peace about their daily avocations, and also raised 
apprehensions for the safety of their live stock. The 
ne was not bound to wait till the dog actually had 
His teeth in him. A person ot greater courage or skill 


thoroughly appreciated the question before them. The 
learned Judges in the Court of Appeal did not appear 
to have directed their minds to the question because the 
late Master of the Rolls appeared to think that a judg- 
ment which he (the Lord Chancellor) had delivered in 








eee ber of dogs might have got rid of it without 
in thee it, but the defender was not below the average 
blan < af ape At the same time, the thing was | 
dees pow | and cruelly done. The range was too | 
the ati the animal suffered great pain. He held that | 
the Jus lication was proved, though narrowly ; but, since 
© pursner had suffered in having his dog so injured, he 


found noe r a 
. xpenses due b suer.— North British 
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the case of the “ Metropolitan Railway Company ». 
Wright,” made it necessary to refuse a new trial in a 
case of this sort. He was not aware that he had laid 
down any new rule in that case, and he had found in a 
case more than a century old very much the same lan- 


guage as he had himself made use of in the “ Metropoli- 


tan Railway Co. v. Wright.” The appeal must be allowed 
with costs. 
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The other noble and learned lords having concurred, 

The appeal was allowed and a new trial ordered, the 
respondent to pey the costs in that house and in the 
Court of Appeal ;and the costs of the former trial and of 
the new trial to be dependent upon the result of the 
latter. 


ACTION AGAINST A SURGEON. 
KETTLE Vv. BRISBANE. 


This was an action for damages for injuries alleged to 
have been sustained through the negligence of the de- 
fendant as a medical man. The defendant denied the 
negligence. 

Mr. Crispe and Mr. W. T. Raymond were for the 
plaintiff; Mr. Dickens, Q.C., and Mr. R. W. Turner for 
the defendant. 

It appeared that the plaintiff, Miss Marie Louise 
Kettle, resided with her parents at Finchley Road, and 
the defendant was a doctor of medicine practising at St. 
John’s Wood Road. In October, 1895, Miss Kettle re- 
ceived a severe jagged cut in the wrist by falling against 
a glass partition, through which her right hand passed. 
The particulars of negligence delivered by the plaintiff 
were that the defendant did not examine the injury, 
and ascertain the nature of it, and did not suture the 
nerves. 

Miss Kettle stated in evidence that the defendant 
made two stitches with cat-gut, which broke. Then he 
stitched the wrist with silver wire. She told him she 
could not feel her fingers as they were numb. He said 

that this was just from the loss of blood. He did not 
sew anything but the outside skin. No splint, simply a 
bandage, was put on the hand, which was kept ina 
sling. At the end of a fortnight, the fingers were 
getting flexed inwards. She pointed this out to the 
doctor. In February, he told her to use her hand by 
lifting a poker, but she said that she could not clench 
it. However, he said she must have patience. She 
went to the Middlesex Hospital and had two operations 


verformed, and then the feeling gradually returned to | 


er hand, but ever’ now she could not straighten her 
fingers. 

Cross-examined.—The thumb was all right the whole 
time, and so was the half of the forefinger next it, but at 
first she had no feeling in the rest of the fingers. 

Dr. Septimus Gibbon, of Finsbury Pavement, spoke to 
the present condition of the hand. He also said that an 
angular splint should have been put on the hand in order 
to assist the healing of the nerves. 

Dr. Alfred E. Griffin, formerly house surgeon at the 
Middlesex Hospital, said that the ulnar and median 
nerves were found divided and had to be united by a 
suture. i 
cult to discover whether the nerves were severed. 

Cross-examined.—If he were satisfied with the move- 


ment and sensation, he would not give an anwsthetic | 


and open up the wound. The nerves might be partially 
divided, even if he were satisfied in these respects. 

The case for the defence was that Dr. Brisbane had 
sutured the tendon, and that he concluded from the 
sensation and the movement that the nerves were not 
severed. They might have been partially severed. but 
in that case nature would heal them, and an operation 


would not be justified. It was a fre juent thing, however, | 


for the scar tissue by contraction to sever wholly a par- 
tially severed nerve. Sometimes by pressure it tempor- 
arily caused atrophy and a flexure of the fingers. so that 
there was nothing to show Dr. Brisbane that the nerves 
were severed by the accident. 

he defendant was called, and said that he pinched 
the side of the fingers to see if there was any sensation 
The plaintiff could move them and had sensation in 


In the case of a jagged wound it might be diffi- | 


them. He fastened one of the tendons with catgut and 
then stitched up the external wound with silver wire. 
He put on the bandage so as to keep the hand in proper 
position. His object in pinching was to ascertain if the 
nerves were intact. He concluded that they were not 
injured. 

Cross-examined.—He was convinced that there was 
no nerve injury at the time. If he had thought the 
nerves were severed, he would have suggested her going 
to the hospital. She did not tell him that her fingers 
were numb. 

Mr. Victor Horsley, F.R.C.S., said that in his judgment 
there was nothing else that a reasonable man would have 
done beyond what the defendant did. When he found 
motion and sensation he would not have been justified in 
an operation. Contraction of the scar tissue frequently 
caused atrophy, so that the mere existence of atrophy did 
not show that the nerves had been severed. The fact 
' that the nerves were found severed was no evidence that 
they were severed when the defendant sawthem. Second- 
ary sutures were often necessary when patients had had 
the best treatment. 

Other experts were called to corroborate Mr. Horsley. 

The jury found a verdict for the defendant. 

Judgment was given accordingly.— The Times. 








THE LATE MR. C. A. LYE. 
Dear Sir, 

I shall be very much obliged if you will kindly insert 
| the enclosed second list of subscriptions to the fund being 
raised for the benefit of the widow and child of the late 
| Mr. C. A. Lye, M.R.C.V.S., Colonial V.S., Colombo, 
| Ceylon. It is decided to close the list on December 31st, 
_and any further contributions will be gratefully received 
| and acknowledged.— Your faithfully, 
| JNo. PENBERTHY. 








| £s.d £34 
Miss E.A.Ormerod2 2 0 | Mr. P.G. Bond 1 1 9 
| Prof.J.Simonds 2 2 0 | T. H. Hobson 1 1 0 
|Mr. E. A. West 2 2 0] G.E. Fryer 1 1 0 
W. J. Mulvey 1 1 O | Prof. W.T.Wilsonl 1 0 
| E. Faulkner 1 1 0,Mr.T.S8. Price 1 1 9 
| T. Barker 1 1 0} J. Vicars Blake 1 1 ? 
| Geo.Thatcher 1 1 0 | J. Henry Bell 1 1 ? 
| Mark Tailby 1 1 0 | Sidney Villar 1 0 ? 
| George Lepper 1 1 O | Henry Gray 100 
| Fredk. Jarvis 1 1 O | Messrs. Foreman 
| William Woods 1 1 0 and Son 0 10 6 
| Geo. Reddish 1 1 O | Mr. W.H. Flook 0 10 6 
| H. G. Rogers 1 10) HLS. 010 9 
| A.J. Ridgway 11 °0/| W.TLE. 010 6 
| W.Shipley & Son 1 1 0 H. A. MacCormack 10 § 
| A. Stainton 1 1 0 | R. Wilson, Birm. 0 10 6 
| W.A. Stainton 1 1 0 | Louis Barrett 0 10 6 
John Blakeway 1 1 0 | G.W. Roberts 0 10 © 
H. W. Caton 1 1 0 | George Wickett 0 10 ° 
| G.H.Gibbings 1 1 0 | H. Power 010 6 
F. B. Drage 1 1 O | T. W. Watchorn 0 10 6 
H. N. Carter 1 1 0 | Wm. Ascott 010 6 
Chas. Marshall 1 1 0 | R.A. Philp 010 9 
| Alfred Peele 1 1 0} W.A.Haydon 010 ° 
| Wm. Hunting 1 0 | A Fellow Student 0 2 6 


] 
'*Collected by Mr. G. W. Sturgess, M.R.C.V.S. 


Colonial V.S., Colombo. 'e* 

Officers, Friends, Students, and Members of i 
| the Royal Vet. Col. Medical Association a 
£66 16 3 


|*Mr. J. B. Cull Rs. 20 ; A. De Soysa 10 
W. R. Robson 20 | E.L. F. De Soysa 10 
W. A. De Silva 20! Capt. De Finch 10 
G. W. Sturgess 20 paren 
Rs. 110 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


A correpondent writes—Why should men with diplomas 
not advertise if registered men may use this kind of 
circular. 


TS the GENTRY, FARMERS and 
18 STOCK BREEDERS. Q7. 

















BLACK QUARTER 
(OR SPEED). ) 


This most Fatal and Incurable Disease, prevented 
by the use of 


Bartlett's Medicated Seton. 


Calves Setoned in 1895, --275—5 died. 
me RA in 1896 -291—4 ian 


Fees : 1 year and under, each 6d. Older Calves, 1/- each 





L. B. begs to call especial notice to the ETHEREAL 
DRAUGHT for the cure of “PUERPERAL” (or Milk 
Fever) and “ PARALYsIs.” 9 cases out of 11 cured with it 
alone, from March 18th, 1896, to March, 1897. 


Price 18s. per dozen. 15s. to clients. 
TESTIMONIALS FROM OWNERS FREE. 


. CALVES operated on for “Hoosk or Husk,” 

Filaria in the Trachz, and Bronchial Tubes. Each 6d. 

COWS for Broncuitis, also caused by Filaria in 

Bronchi, the intermediate steps between Catarrh and 

Consumption, which if neglected, the latter will follow. 

Each 1s. 

No Journeys charged under four miles for either of 

the above operations. 








APPLY TO 
ISAAC BARTLETT, 
Veterinary Surgeon, 
WIRKSWORTH wear DERBY. 
Veterinary Inspector by appointment March 7th, 1896, 


to the Imperial Live Stock Insurance Association, Ltd., 
Pall Mall East, London. 





_Veterinary Inspector to the Horse, Carriage, and 
General Insurance Co. Ltd., 17 (Jueen Victoria Street, 
London. 


N. B.—Commenced Practice 1874, Registered by Royal 
— of Veterinary Surgeons, London, April 19th, 


The Muzzling of Sporting Dogs. 

At the Rathkeale (Co. Limerick) Quarter Sessions, 
County Court Judge Adams gave judgment in a case in 
which a Captain Harkness appealed from tke decision of 
a local bench of magistrates which had fined him, under 
the Muzzling Order Regulations, for being in charge of a 
setter dog on the public road without a muzzle. The 
evidence showed that at the time of the alleged offence 
Captain Harkness was on his return from a day’s shoot- 
rg accompanied by the dog, which he had been using 
pod way for finding his game. After hearing the 
Yi a y discussed, Judge Adams held that a sporting 
aioe not be muzzled while going to engage at, or 
ee from, the scene of sport, and consequently 

versed the decision of the magistrates. —Varmers’ 


The December Examinations. 


The “written” is fixed for December 10th, and the 
“oral” will commence in London on the 13th. 





Southern Counties V.M.S. 


The President of the Society, Mr. King, informs us 
that the bitch operated on by Professor Hobday at their 
last meeting at Southampton, has made a perfect 
recovery. 


A Fox Terrier with a Glass Eye. 


Mr. Henry Smith, a well-known veterinary surgeon, 
practising at Worthing, has just performed a professional 
operation which is believed to be unique. <A fox terrier 
belonging to Mr. Wells, of Warwick Road, Worthing, 
had the misfortune to have one of its eyes so shockingly 
injured that the removal of the organ was the onl 
alternative to the destruction of the terrier. Mr. Smith 
was consulted, and the dog left under his charge. Chloro- 
form was administered, and Mr. Smith successfully re- 
moved the injured eyeball, replacing it with a glass eye. 
The terrier is now running about as usual.-—7’he Daily 
Telegraph. 


To be ** Made into Beef Tea.” 


At King’s Heath, John Ellis, horse-dealer, River 
Street, Balsall Heath, was summoned for causing a horse 
to be driven along the Bristol Road, Selly Oak, whilst 
lame and in an unfit state on October 24, and a man 
named Harry Smith, in his employ, was summoned for 
driving the horse.—Police-constable Simons saw Smith 
driving three horses along the Bristol Road, and one of 
them was scarcely able to crawl. The horses had been 
purchased at Gloucester, and had been driven all the 
way through Worcester to Birmingham.—Mr. Blakeway, 
veterinary surgeon, said the horse was totally unfit to be 
moved.—Police-sergeant Rudnick said Ellis admitted 
that he bought the horse with the others for the purpose 
of being sent to London to be slaughtered and made into 
beef tea, which was not an unusual thing. He said that 
after he had paid a pound fora horse and “shifted” it, 
there was not much to be made out of it. Ellis told the 
Bench that he believed Smith had “dragged him on too 
sharp.”—The Bench fined him 20s. and costs £1 12s., 
and Smith was fined 5s. and costs 10s.—Birmingham 


Daily Mail. 


Rabies in London. 


A further case of rabies has occurred in London. On 
November 15 the Board of Agriculture were informed 
that a half-bred boarhound, found unmuzzled in Lambeth 
five days previously, had developed the disease at the 
Dog’s Home. By the recommendation of the veterinary 
surgeon who inspected the animal it was at once killed. 
Nothing is yet known as to whether any human beings 
or other dogs have been bitten. This is the second case 
of rabies which has been reported from the Dog’s Home 
during the present month. 


Monkeys and Plague in India. 


The plague is now most prevalent at Poona, Sholapur, 
and Surat, and in the Satara district. A colony of 
monkeys has been attacked near Hardwar, and the 
authorities are trapping and isolating diseased animals. 
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Mr. Morton Smith. 


We are pleased to note that Mr. Morton Smith, the 
standing Counsel of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, has been appointed Recorder of Rochester in 
succession to Mr. Channell, Q.C., who has been promoted 
to bea Judge of the High Court. Mr. Morton Smith 
was already Recorder of Gravesend, but his present office 
is, of course, a higher and more important one. 


A “‘Non-Irritant ” Blister. 


A correspondent writes to ask if there is sucha thing. 
Not having tried it we cannot say. We should have 
thought it was an impossibility, but there is veterinary 
testimony to some extent in its favour. At any rate it 
is credited with “very little irritation.” In scientific 
matters exactness is more insisted upon than in commer- 
cial affairs. 








NOTICES OF BOOKS. 





‘¢ VeTERINARY MEDICINE.”’ 


Messrs. Menzies and Co., of Edinburgh and Glas- 
gow, have issued an eighth edition of Professor W. 
Williams’s ‘ Principles and Practice of Veterinary 
Medicine.” It is a portly volume of nearly 900 
pages, embellished with a large number of illustra- 
tions and many beautifully coloured plates which 
graphically show the lesions of different diseases. 

It is quite unnecessary to say anything laudatory 
of this well known text-book. Every practitioner has 
read it in some edition, and the demand which has 


produced an eighth shows a consensus of professional, 


opinion than which no higher testimony is needed. 
It is a book for students and practitioners, and in one 
respect most suitable for the latter—we refer to the 
controversial manner in which some diseases are 
treated. 

Professor Williams is a combative scientist, and 
when writing on some diseases is not satisfied to 
merely state his own opinions, but enters joyfully 
into controversial questions, especially those in which 
his opinion has met with opposition. 

On the subject of American lung disease, our 
author was more than once in conflict with the 
Board of Agriculture and their scientific supporters. 
Here we think the Professor scores easily, and time 
is every day proving the correctness of his opinion. 
Another controversial subject very fully treated is 
the part played by ticks in the production of disease. 
This is gocd reading for the practitioner but rather 
calculated to bother a student. The average student 
is best able to assimilate what is offered him in a 
concise and dogmatic form. 

All readers will be satisfied with the chapters on 
diseases of the respiratory organs and diseases of the 
digestive organs. They are clearly written, and the 
sound practical knowledge of the author makes them 
specially valuable. 

The large class of contagious diseases are fully 
treated, and their spontaneous origin denied—a 
specific organism being acknowledged as the only 
cause. 

A paragraph in the preface says: ‘Since the last 
edition of the work appeared in 1893 many impor- 





tant discoveries have been made in pathological and 
biological ‘science, more particularly in the depart- 
ments that treat of the evolution, the physiological or 
pathological effects, and all the various phenomena 
associated with the development of life history of the 
lower forms of life known as bacilli, bacteria, and 
microbes. The author has, therefore, been compelled 
to completely recast the bacteriological portions of 
his work.’’ This, in short, indicates the difference 
between the eighth and previous editions. A grace- 
ful acknowledgment of the assistance given by Dr. 
James Hunter concludes the preface. There isa 
good index, and the type and paper render reading 
pleasant and easy. 


Batty’s Fox-Huntinec Drrectory FoR 1897-8. 


A book which will find its welcome from hunting men, 
is now In the press for early publication. The work has 
been compiled on admirable lines by practical sportsmen, 
and is a perfect mine of information on the packs of 
fox-hounds in England, Ireland, and Scotland. Under 
the names, of packs alphabetically arranged for ready 
reference are given the usual particulars of the personnel 
of the staff, with information concerning the size, 
character, and geographical position of the country ; 
a word of advice as to the stamp of horse most suitable ; 
the names of the towns whence fixtures may be reached 
in the home and neighbouring counties, and an outline 
history of the hunt. The names of veterinary surgeons 
are given, and—-not least important—-list of the stallions 
likely to get hunters standing for service in the country, 
with particulars of fees, &c. Turning to the end of the 
book we find classified lists of the winners of Point-to- 
Point races, and of winning foxhounds at the Peter- 
a Show. The publishers are Messrs. Vinton and 
Co., Ltd. 





STABLE MANAGEMENT IN INDIA AND THE COLONIES. 


Some time ago we reviewed upon its first appearance 
a useful volume entitled “ Notes on Stable Management 
in India and the Colonies,” by Vet.-Capt. J. A. Nunn, 
late principal of the Lahore Veterinary College. A 
second revised and enlarged edition has just been pub- 
lished by W. Thacker and Co. The idea of the bvok 1s 
to give to new arrivals in India, and especially to those 
who are setting up stables for the first time, some 
account of the proper management of the horse under 
the trying climatic conditions of the ,country. In the 
first place we have a series of notes upon all the various 
food stuffs which India produces suitable for stable 
use. The author remarks that it isa common mistake In 
India to give too much gram or other grain owing toa 
yrevailing idea that the more the horse eats the more 
work will he do. This‘is unquestionably a great fallacy 
and an error to be avoided. Another point is in regar 
to the crushing of barley and other grain before they are 
given, and Vet.-Capt. Nunn advises that they should 
parched and turned into “adarwah” by professiona 
grain parchers in the bazaars. No point seems to Dé 
omitted in regard to the essential pont ~ we of foods, an 
special attention is drawn to the system of compara 
tively scanty feeding which prevails in India. e 
author also insists forcibly upon the need of airy &0 
well ventilated stables, and he says there can be n° 
excuse for them being otherwise in India, where they 
are made out of snch cheap material as mud and - 
dried bricks. ‘These last he prefers to baked brick, an 
for the floor of the stable he advises wet clay beates 
down and left thoroughly to dry. The little book show 
be in the hand of everyone going out to India for the 
first time without experience or advice to guide them. 
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, filth, the quicks of which are as rough as the coronar 
ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. band of an unshod colt,” reminds me of the prover 
“it’s a dirty bird that fouls its own nest.” 
: m _ “Teachers and examiners do your duty.” These 

Vet.-Lieutenant E. W. Larnder joined at Colchester | gentlemen are quite able to answer for themselves as to 
for duty with Ist Dragoon Guards, 17th inst. their competency in their individual capacities, if they 

















Vet.-Ligrtenant F’. Eassie, arrived at Newbridge from | do not consider Progressionist’s remarks beneath their i] 
Limerick, for duty with Royal Horse Artillery, 3rd | notice. 1 
instant. : ‘ As to “the British student not being a patch on his 4 

Vet.-Captain J. A. Braddell and Vet.-Lieutenant | continental confréres,” I will merely refer “ Progressionist’ 
H. T. Sawyer embarked on ss. “ Nubia,” 17th instant, | to “‘lhe Mikado ”— | 
for India to complele tour of service in that country. ‘ There is the idiot who praises with enthusiastic tone, 
Se ee pees - | All centuries but this, and all countries but his own.” 

In conclusion one cannot help feeling that “ Pro- 

OBITUARY. gressionist ” must consider himself to be fearfully de- 

graded by belonging to a profession that has for its 

Marruew B. J. Murpny, F.R.C.VS., Dublin. members men who neither study cleanliness nor know 
ot accent alee their professional dutics.—Faithfully yours. | 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. Matthew A. L. Farrant, M.R.C.V.S.L., 
Murphy, V.S., Parkgate Street. He graduated under 
the celebrated Professor Dick in Edinburgh in 1848, be- = ' | 
came M.R.C.V.S., Lendon. in 1867, F.R.C.V.S., London, — Sir, | 
1877, and was one of the V.S. at Royal Society’s Horse| #e “ Progressionist’s” letter in last week’s Record. If 
Shows for many years.—Jrish 7%mes. this model of asepticism and clean finger nails will i 

ETS, Sap eT “ supply his name in next week’s Record I will be pleased 
to show him over the College so that he can examine the | 


students “talons” himself, and search for “the masses 
CORRESPONDENCE. of filth ” he so graphically describes. It is a mystery | 
where “Progressionist” obtained his diploma (if he 1 
possesses one), certainly not at the Rcyal Veterinary i 
[The following were unavoidably held over last week.]| College, Camden Town, or he would not have the auda- 
city to criticise our teaching on aseptic surgery. | can 


THE TEACHING OF VETERINARY SURGERY. | a account for his letter in one way, viz., “ ignorance.’ 
Sir, —Yours truly, 








; , JISGUSTED STUDENT. 
lam at a loss to understand the object to be obtained A Deane Sees 


by the penning of such a letter to a professional journal, 
as that in last week’s Veterinary Record by someone! _, 
who evidently is ashamed to reveal his identity, or else | 51", ve . ’ ; 

afraid of being ealled upon co substantiate his uncalled! | It was with mingled feelings of disgust and contempt 

for and libelous statements ; therefore shelters himself | that I perused under the adove heading in your periodi- . 
behind the nom de plume of “ Progressionist.” | cal of to-day’s date, a vituperative and slanderous out- 

He remarks about the boasting of the rapid progress of | burst of abuse, against both students and teachers in 
science. To my mind it is not anything of a boasting | respect to the knowledge exhibited in the mere rudi- 
nature, buta genuine advance in science, both veterinary | ments of properly conducted veterinary surgery, particu- 
and medical, which might possibly be still further ad- | larly against the former’s want of cleanliness in his per- 
vanced if men of “ Progressionist’s” type would make an | sonal appearance and _ his lack of attention to those 
effort to do something to try and assist in its advance- | elementary duties which is the very essence of successful 
ment, instead of trying to cast reflection on the progress | Surgery. 
made, | The similes your correspondent chooses to adopt, and 

He next attacks the recent graduates and states “from | the unfounded insults he thinks fit to heap upon both 
what he has seen, he begins to think that surgery is not | teachers and taught, as well as his impudent insinua- 
taught. They know absolutely nothing of asepticism, tions and proferred advice to the examiners, are un- 
let alone the practice of it. What operations they do worthy of any gentleman, 2nd the fact that he has 


November 16. 








perform similate those of a butcher.” neither the courage nor the manliness to subscribe his 
“Progressionist” should have well thought, and not | name is uncontrovertible evidence that it is only behind 
began to think, before making such a sweeping assertion | the veil of the anonymous “ Progressionist ” that he dare 


regarding the teaching of surgery. Possibly he is one of | have recourse to such unfounded statements.—Faithfully 
the very few practitioners who go in for cheapness and | yours. , 

have as an assistant an M.R.C.V.S. who offers his ser- : KE. Lyng Dixson, M.R.C.V.S. 
vices for board and lodging, or probably “ Progressionist” Nov. 13. 

draws a premium. _ He ought not, therefore, to condemn ——— 

a whole body for the sake of one solitary individual. The Sir, 


- of antiseptics can be witnessed every morning and | was very much surprised that any qualified veteri- 
aiternoon at the Free Clinique of the R.V.C., Camden nary surgeon (assuming “ Progressionist” to be such) ; 


own, during the performance of the various operations, should give utterance to the opinions expressed in his 
and, their use is taught during the lectures Profs. | letter of last week. They cannot but be looked upon 
Maequeen and Penberthy. with contempt by all impartial judges. We all know 

Cleanliness of person by many is an unknown surgery is perhaps the most important subject in the 
quantity.” Evidently “ Progressionist ” by this remark college curriculum, and one on which a final year student 
had not the accomodation for his assistant to undergo spends most of his time, and it is a well known fact that 
thorough ablution ; cleanliness with all of us, without in no other subject is such a high standard of excellence 
exception, was well in evidence in my time. The contra attained, by such a large percentage of students as in 
assertion is sheer impertinence. this one. His statement that we know nothing of asep- 

Nails like birds talons, which are the receptacles of ticism is scarcely worthy of notice, seeing that it is im- 
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ssible to attend a single lecture or demonstration at any 
British veterinary college without having the thorough 
necessity of aseptic principles forcibly impressed upon you. 
His remarks re the personal appearance and cleanliness 
of the students are abominable in the extreme, and I say, 
confidently—and I can rely upon general opinion in sup- 
port of my statements—that in education, dress, culture, 
and refinement, the students of the past two or three 
years, and now at College, are superior to those of any 
previous time. 

In conclusion, I can only hope that abler pens than 
mine will come forward to censure the presumption of 
“ Progressionist” in making such an unjustifiable and 
unfounded attack upon the competency of our teachers, 
and integrity of our examiners, and such unwarrantable 
reflections upon the younger, and let us hope rising, 
members of our noble profession.— Yours, etc., 

RECENTLY QUALIFIED. 


Commonications, Books, AND Papers RECEIVED :—Prof. 
Penberthy, Messrs. W. Norman Thompson, W. Caudwell, 
C. Radway. 

Journal of Comp. Med. and Vet. Arch. (Philadelphia, Nov.) 
The Daily Chronicle. 


Veterinary Societies — Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly netified by the Secretaries 





Bompay V.M.A. 

Pres Major Jas. Mills, m.R.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: Vety.-Lieut. F. 8. H. Baldrey, m.R.c.v.s. a.v.p. 

N. D. Dhakmarvala, Esq., G.B.v.c. 

S.N.R Ranina, Esq., G.B.v.c. 

N. Narsingrao, Esq., G.B.v.c 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: V. EK. Vakharia, Esq., 6G.B.v.c, 

Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Garnett, M.R.c.v.s., 
Bowness-on- Windermere 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. Thompson, ™.r.c.v.s., Aspatria. 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


Cautcutra V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.R.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah 


Centra V.M.S. 

Pres. Mr. John A. W. Dollar, M.r.c.v.s. 
56 New Bond Street, W. 

Hon. Sec. Mr F.C. Mahon, m.r.c.v.s., 
93 Huddleston-rd. Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, Firsv Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Cenrtau V,A. oF IRELAND. 
Pres. Mr. D. Fulton, m.r.c.v.s., Mullingar. 
Hon, Sec. Mr. A. Watson, M.Rr.c.v.s., Dublin 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. R. Howard, r.r.c.v.s., Thetford. 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 


Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres, Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. R. G. Anderson. 
. “ my Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
*res: Mr. T. D. Lambert. r.n.c.v.s. Store Street, Dublin 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J. McKenny, m.x.c.v.s., ' 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin 
LancasHireE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Joseph H. Carter, ¥.n.c.v.s., Burnley 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Harry D. Chorlton, m.x.c.v.s., 
. 97a Oxford Street., Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 
Lincotnsuixe V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. H. Howse, o.n.c.v.s., Lincoln 
Hon. Sec : Mr. J. A, Robinson, m.x.c.v.s., Peterboro’ 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feh., June and October 


Mipitanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W.S. Carless, m.n.c.v.s., Worcester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.8., 
Camden House, High St., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., & May. 
Second Tuesday in August, November 


Nationa VET. ASSOCIATION. 

Pres: Mr. A. W. Mason, F.R.c.v.s., 

Grafton House, North-st., Leeds 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, r.R.c.v.s., 

Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.R.c.v.s., Whitechapel, London. 


Nationa VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & MotTvan 
DEFENCE SOCIETY. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Morgan, F.R.c.v.s., 95 Stanhope-st. Liverpool 
Treas: Mr. E. Faulkner, r.n.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, M.&.C.v.S., 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


New Sovuru Wates V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. John Stewart, H. AND A.s. 
Vice: Mr. John Pottie, 4. and a.s. 
Hon. Sec. d Treas: Mr. J. D. Stewart, M.R.c.v.s. 


Norru or Enetanp V.M.A, 
Pres: Mr. G. Elphick, m.x.c.v.s., Newcastle-on- Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Dalgleish, M.R.c.v.s, 

St. Thomas’ Place, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

Norts or Scotzanp V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. Wm. Anderson. m.k.c.v.s., Craigisla, Keith 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Skinner, m.k.c.v.s., Old Meldrum 


Ontario V.A. 


| Pres: Mr. G. L. Robson. 


Sec: C. H. Sweetapple, Toronto. 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Wheatley, F.n.c.v.s., Reading. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m.R.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Kensington, W. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Revat Scorrisu V,S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.r c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. . 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, u.r.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat VETERINARY CoLuLEGE M.A. 
Pres: Prof. Hobday. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. 8. W. Hall, m.R.c.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr. C. Radway, R.V.C., Camden Town, N.W. 


Scottish Merroponiran V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. John Cameron, M.R.c.v.s., Berwick-on-T weed ; 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.n.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro 


Sourn Dura anp NortH YorksHirE V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. H. H. Roberts, m.r.c.v.s., Bishop Auckland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SourHeRN Countries V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. T. King, m.n.c.v.s, Bournemouth, Hants 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.r.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


South Waxes anp MonmovurusHire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. L. Perry, m.x.c.v.s., Cardiff 
Hon Sec. Mr. D. G. Davies, m.r.c.v.s., High-st, Swanse® 
Treas. Mr, E. Sayer, .n.c.v.s., Newport, Mon. 
Meetings First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


WEsTERN Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Wm. Penhale, m.nr.c.v.s., Holsworthy, Devon 
Hon. Sec: Mr. John Dunstan, m.x.c.v.s., all 
St. Mellion, CornW 


Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 
West or Scortanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Dr. James McIntosh McCall, Vety, Coll. Glasgow 4e 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. Hugh Begg,‘u.x.c.v.s., East Kilbr 


YorxksHirne V.M.A. 
Pres Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, m.3.c.v.s., 
Brunswick Terrace, Lees 





Hon. Sec; Mr. A. McCarmick, M.R.c.Vv.8., Kirkstall-rd, =a 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and oon” 
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